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Session Summary 
In this fun and interactive Key Stage 2 full-day session your pupils will work with our 
very own Brickologist and museum staff to help recreate Ipswich town centre in 
LEGO™ bricks whilst learning about local history.  
 
Your pupils will be introduced to our exhibition You are here! The Making of Ipswich 
before being split into groups to take part in the LEGO™ workshop and a series of 
gallery-based activities to learn about Ipswich’s past. 
 
The Big LEGO™ Build takes place in the Learning Studio, Gallery 1, Gallery 2 and 
Atrium at Ipswich Art Gallery.   
 
The aim of this session is  
Pupils will investigate the development of Ipswich over time by focusing on historical 
sources highlighting the similarities and difference between today and the past.    
 
The learning outcomes for this session are   

• Pupils will be able to explain how Ipswich has developed over time   
• Pupils will understand how different source materials can be compared and used 

in conjunction with others to develop understanding of a topic or theme 
• Pupils will be able to explain why Ipswich has changed over time  
• Pupils will be able to explain the basic principles behind structures, mechanics 

and construction 
 

The key words 
Local history, create, Ipswich, technology, engineering, continuity, change, where I live, 
evidence, primary source, fact, opinion, response 
 
Curricular links 
History KS2   

• A local history study  
• develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, 

local and world history 
• note connections, contrast and trends over time  
• develop the appropriate use of historical terms  
• construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and 

organisation of relevant historical information 
• understanding how knowledge is constructed from a range of sources 

 
Geography KS2  
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• They should develop their use of geographical knowledge, understanding and 

skills to enhance their locational and place knowledge. 
• describe and understand key aspects of human geography 

 
Design and Technology KS2 

• Through a variety of creative and practical activities, pupils should be taught 
the knowledge, understanding and skills needed to engage in an iterative 
process of designing and making 

• Evaluate their ideas and products against their own design criteria and 
consider the views of others to improve their work 

• Apply their understanding of how to strengthen, stiffen and reinforce more 
complex structures 

 
Duration   Min and max group sizes   Adult:Pupil Ratio 
240 minutes   30 to 60 pupils     1:6 
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Before your visit  
We believe that you will have the best possible experience if you prepare the pupils and 
accompanying adults in advance of the session.  To do this we ask that all teachers and 
accompanying adults read over the information in this pack well in advance of the visit.  
We have also given some suggestions below to inspire the activities to do with your 
pupils to prepare them for their visit.  
 
General activities 
General pre-visit activities for can include: 

• Ask the pupils to research the museum and make a poster about the collections 
or objects they hope to see.  

• Ask the pupils to prepare questions about the museum and/or session that they 
might like to ask during their visit. 

• Ask the pupils to discuss their family histories at home, with a conversation at 
school to discover the range of experiences – how long have families lived here? 
Why did they settle here? Where are their roots? 

 
Session-related activities 
Title Activity Resources Curriculum Link 
How do we 
live? 

Introduce the concept of 
everyday life to your pupils by 
discussing commonplace items 
and things they use and do 
every day. This could include 
discussing food and drink, 
where they live, games they 
play and the clothes they wear.   
 

N/A English -  Use 
discussion in order 
to learn, 
elaborating and 
explaining their 
understanding and 
ideas clearly 
 

Where we 
live 

Introduce your pupils to some of 
the iconic buildings in Ipswich, 
discussing what they recognise 
and what might have been there 
in the past. Discuss what they 
think Ipswich is famous for. 
Perhaps focus on the area 
where your school is situated as 
an extension to this. 

Photo 
resources 
available 
online, google 
maps 

History and 
Geography – 
learning about the 
local area and 
noting changes 
over time. 
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During your visit  
 
Session Structure 

1000-1005 Arrival – jackets and bags drop off  
 

1005-1015 Introduction (Atrium) 
 

1015-1130 Group A (30 pupils) 
Brickologist Led 
LEGO™ Workshop  
(Learning Studio) 
 

Group B (30 pupils) 
Teacher Led 
Daily Life  
(Atrium, Gallery 1 & 2) 
 

1130-1200 Lunch 
(Community Room) 
 

1200-1230 Group A  
Lunch 
(Community Room) 
 
 

Group B  
Brickologist Led 
LEGO™ Workshop  
 (Learning Studio) 
 
 1230-1345 Teacher Led 

Daily Life  
(Atrium, Gallery 1 & 2) 
 

1345-1400 Summary and conclusions (Atrium) 
 

 
Activities 
LEGO™ Workshop  
In this session your pupils will work with our Brickologist to help recreate parts of 
Ipswich town centre using LEGO™ bricks. Working in small teams, they will be asked to 
construct working models of some of the key features of the Ipswich landscape past and 
present (for example, cranes, busses, windmills), before adding these to the main build. 
 
Choice of two out of the three following gallery activities: 
 
Gallery Trail (Atrium) 
This teacher-led activity gives you the opportunity to explore the atrium exhibition. There 
are a number of interactive tasks designed to focus attention whilst getting the pupils 
thinking about what life was like in the past in Ipswich, and why people have chosen to 
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settle here. Full instructions will be provided during your visit to help you successfully 
navigate this activity. 
 
Imaginative Illustration (Gallery 2) 
Listening to first-hand audio descriptions of life in Ipswich in the last 100 years, pupils 
will be tasked with bringing these memories to life in drawings. This is not a challenge to 
provide the right answer, rather an opportunity to respond creatively to a primary 
source. Materials and clipboards provided. 
 
Object Handling (Gallery 1) 
In this teacher-led activity your pupils will have the chance to investigate a number of 
real objects from the museum collections and consider what clues they hold about 
Ipswich as a multicultural town. Full instruction and session notes will be provided.   
 
 
 
 
  

 



Ipswich Art Gallery 
After your visit   

Below are general and specific follow-up activity ideas that you may wish to use back at 
school to reinforce what your students learned during their visit.  
 
General activities 
General post-visit activities can include: 

• Creating a piece of imaginative writing about the Museum, perhaps it could be 
about how the objects came to Ipswich or about how they are cared for now in 
the Museum.  

• Ask the pupils to prepare presentations about their visit showing what they 
learned and what their favourite object in the Museum was. We encourage you to 
take (non-flash) photographs during your visit for education use. 

 
 
Session-related activities 
Title Activity Resources Curriculum Link 
Where we 
live 

Revisit the history of your 
schools' immediate vicinity using 
the learning from your visit. 

Images of 
exhibition 
contents 
online; Suffolk 
record office, 
Ipswich library 

 

Guess 
Who? 

Research famous people from 
Ipswich and make a class 
'guess who' game. This could be 
brought to life through hot-
seating, creative writing, art and 
drama, with each pupil 
researching a different person 
and answering questions from 
the class. 

  

 
Evaluation 
We are always trying to improve our school sessions and will ask you to complete a 
short evaluation form after the session.  We are also keen to hear what your pupils 
thought of their experience and welcome any comments they may have as well. We 
take your feedback seriously and use it to improve the quality of our sessions.   
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Museum information  
 
Address and contact details 
Ipswich Art Gallery      Phone 01473 433551 
Upper High Street      Email museums@ipswich.gov.uk  
Ipswich 
IP1 3NE 
 
Facilities 
All our sites have, accessible toilets and coach drop-off point. All areas of the ground 
and first floors are either level or have ramped access. Please contact us if your group 
has any particular needs or requirements. 
 
There is a shop located in Ipswich Museum next door to the Art Gallery 
 
Helper’s notes 
Thank you for offering to help with The Big LEGO Build session at Ipswich Museum. 
You do not need to know anything about The Big LEGO Build. The activities are 
designed to get the pupil’s imaginations working, thinking and questioning, so please 
support their learning by not telling them the answers straight away.  
 
The class will be asked to behave sensibly when they are in the Art Gallery. Many of the 
objects in the collection are fragile but we have selected some that can be handled by 
pupils. We would be grateful if you could ensure that everything is treated carefully. 
. 
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