
 

  
  

Community Engagement Commission 
 
Summary: 
 
Colchester + Ipswich Museums (CIMS) are inviting applications from community artists to create 
an engagement-focused project during the exhibition Landscape Rebels at Christchurch Mansion, 
Ipswich from 22nd October 2022 until 16th April 2023.  
 
Artist fee and application schedule:  
 
£5,000 (to include materials, travel and accommodation) 
 
Application deadline: 5pm on Monday 20th June 2022 
Interviews will be held during the week beginning Monday 27th June 2022 
The selected candidate must be available to start from September 2022 
 
Background to this commission: 
 
Landscape Rebels will explore how human impacts, including the climate crisis, are changing the 
landscape. How has landscape been depicted by artists, makers and people from Suffolk to 
across the world. How can art address the climate crisis?   
 
This exhibition takes as it's starting point Joseph Mallord William Turner's painting Walton Bridges, 
1806, acquired in 2019 by Norfolk Museums Service (NMS) working in partnership with CIMS, and 
with funding provided by the National Lottery Heritage Fund and other grant-giving bodies.  
 
The principal aim of the joint NMS/CIMS project is to use the painting extensively in learning and 
engagement programmes to reach new audiences, widen our participation by focusing on 
traditionally hard-to-reach groups, bring more visitors to the region and increase awareness of 
existing collections. 
 
Turner’s Walton Bridges will be placed alongside work by John Constable, as well as two works by 
Claude Monet from the National Gallery. The artworks will be shown with natural history, costume, 
and global stories from the Ipswich collections to spark discussion and debate about our natural 
world. It will show the wide range of creative responses to the landscape.  
 
The title is a reference to the groundbreaking nature of working outdoors – a rebellious act in 
Turner’s day  – and will address issues around the climate crisis. The notion of landscape in this 
context may be broad, to include urban as well as rural landscapes, biodiversity, coastal erosion, 
human impact on the landscape and adapting to a changing environment. 
 
The key to this exhibition will be to tackle these themes of climate, art and culture through a series 
of high-profile commissions. These commissions could be visual artists, scientists, film-makers, 
innovators or research groups focusing on climate. They will engage with the current debates, 
attract new audiences to Christchurch Mansion, and look at historic art works in new ways. This 
process will be collaborative and in consultation with the community to ensure relevance to our 
local community.   
 
 



Person specification: 
 

 This opportunity is aimed at artists with experience of delivering creative projects within the 
community. 

 Artists should have experience of a socially engaged practice, and understand the ethical 
issues involved. Their work should be relevant to local conditions and able to engage 
underserved audiences. Their outcomes should be informed by a combination of 
community collaboration and the exhibition. This could take a number of forms including but 
not limited to: a record of community engagement; a visual arts display; land art; 
installation; time-based media; lens-based media; animation; graphic arts; or a book. 

 They should be able to organise their own technical requirements regarding recording and 
editing if necessary, in order to present finished work ready to exhibit. 

 The successful applicant/s will be effective visual communicators, able to manage their own 
time and budget, and be confident with working with/within the community. 

 We welcome collaborations between artists and people working in other fields, such as the 
sciences. 

 We are particularly keen for the artist/s to work with clients of Ipswich Jobcentre 
Plus, through whom they would reach currently underserved audiences in Ipswich. 
CIMS will assist in making these connections with the successful applicant. 

 CIMS are seeking people with different life experiences to broaden our thinking and 
improve representation in the work we do. We particularly welcome applications from 
D/deaf, disabled and neurodivergent people, People of Colour, young people, and people 
from lower socioeconomic backgrounds. 

 
 
Aims of residency: 
 

 To enable the artist/s to respond to the themes of the exhibition and the work on show in 
Christchurch Mansion via community engagement. 

 To inspire public interest in creative practice. 
 To engage with the site’s visitors and varied audiences during the development and 

delivery of the residency. 
 To enable local audiences to participate in or respond to the creation of a new body of 

work. 
 To engage with Landscape Rebels identified target audiences. 

 
We support projects that have the ability to push boundaries, inspire our community and bring 
relevance to Landscape Rebels target audiences. 

 
Timescale: 
 
The timing of the residency is for the artist to respond to the exhibition Landscape Rebels and 
work with the relevant communities during this period. The artist may manage their own timetable 
during this period. The finished work may be displayed within one of the museum sites, or within 
the community, as appropriate to the outcome. 
 
Resources: 
 
The following resources will be provided: 
 

 Access to staff and art collections at Christchurch Mansion 
 Use of rooms for meetings in Christchurch Mansion   
 Ongoing support from the Museum team and its partners 
 Introductions to community partners 



Fee payment: 
 

 The fee will be paid in two installments in line with Colchester Borough Councils 
procedures.   

 The recipient will be responsible for his or her own tax and national insurance contributions.   
 The fee is inclusive of travel and living costs.   

 
 
How to apply: 
 
Application deadline: 5pm on Monday 20th June 2022 
Interviews will be held during the week beginning Monday 27th June 2022 
The selected candidate must be available to start from September 2022 
 
To apply please send the following to museums@ipswich.gov.uk and state Landscape Rebels: 
Community Project in the subject bar. Please label all supporting documents with your name and 
note that due to time restraints the Museum will not be able to visit individual websites. 
 

 A short statement of up to 500 words detailing why you are interested in this opportunity, 
with details of any relevant experience.  

 A brief budget breakdown and timetable. 
 A summary CV including two referees.(Please send  these as word docs or PDF – note that 

we are unable to open Pages) 
 Up to 4 supporting images of no more than 1mb each, as jpegs or PDF files, or a link to  

sound or video footage online. (Due to file sizes, please do not send videos as attachments 
as they may not be seen) 

 
Due to the anticipated volume of applications no feedback can be given for unsuccessful 
applicants. 
 
 
 
 
 
This project is supported by Arts Council England, the National Lottery Heritage Fund and the 
Friends of the Ipswich Museums. 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Background to Landscape Rebels 
 
Key aims of the exhibition: 

 Raising awareness of nature and landscape through art  
 Enabling audiences to feel empowered to make small changes to address climate change.  
 Broaden Christchurch Mansion’s visitor profile by becoming more relevant to Ipswich’s 

communities who are within the Kaleidoscope Creativity, Facebook Families, and Up Our 
Street Audience Finder segments. 

 
Featured artists: 
 
1802 Suffolk: John Constable declares ‘I shall shortly return to Bergholt where I shall make some 
laborious studies from nature… there is little or nothing in the exhibition worth looking up to – there 
is room enough for a natural painter.’ This would mark the beginning of his method for oil 
sketching and creating work outdoors that went against the usual conventions for landscape 
painting.    
   
By 1806 Turner is starting his practice of painting outdoors, and Walton Bridges becomes one 
such example. Depicting a bridge that ran across the Thames in Surrey, its' contrast of a rural 
scene against the modern structure of the bridge indicates the beginning of the Industrial 
Revolution. It demonstrates Turner’s interest in the birth of industrial activity, and the changing 
landscape that followed 
   
Both artists would break conventions, look at landscape in new ways, and capture nature in paint, 
pencil and print. Turner and Constable inspired the Impressionists and particularly Camille 
Pissarro, whose son Lucien lived in Essex from 1893-1897. CIMS have artworks by Camille and 
Lucien that will be shown alongside British Impressionist Philip Wilson Steer. Two loans from the 
National Gallery by Claude Monet show the development of painting outdoors, provide the 
opportunity to show a - range of painting styles, and link with Monet’s depiction of the Thames and 
air pollution. This will be the first time Turner, Constable and Monet will all be on display together 
in Ipswich.    
  
Across the Ipswich collections there are representations of the impact of climate change.  This 
exhibition will allow for further research into world cultures, natural history and community 
collections that show a response to the environment both locally and internationally. It will break 
down boundaries between what is perceived as ‘fine art’ and ‘world cultures’ and encourage an 
exploration of how people have shaped the landscape through visual representation.   
 
The location for the exhibition: 
  
Christchurch Mansion in Ipswich is one of Suffolk’s most treasured buildings. This beautiful Tudor 
mansion is the jewel in the crown of Ipswich’s historic past, boasting over 500 years of history. It 
contains period rooms from the Tudor kitchen to the sumptuous Georgian salon and the beautifully 
detailed Victorian wing. On display you can find art from Suffolk artists including a significant 
collection by Thomas Gainsborough and John Constable. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Target audiences for Landscape Rebels: 
 
You can find out more information on the Audience Finder website: Audience Spectrum | The 
Audience Agency 
 
Kaleidoscope Creativity  
(made up just 3% of Mansion visitors in 20/21 and 19/20) 
 

 A group characterised by low levels of cultural engagement 
 Often living in and around city areas where plenty of opportunities are within easy reach 
 Mix of ages, living circumstances, resources and cultural backgrounds 
 For many low incomes and unemployment can present barriers to accessing some cultural 

provision 
 Two thirds annually engage with more popular and accessible culture, some of this in the 

local community and outside the mainstream 
 Free, local events like outdoor arts, festivals and carnivals may appeal, and so might 

popular offerings like musicals and music events 
  
 
Facebook Families 
(made up 4% of Mansion visitors in 20/21 and 7% in 19/20) 

 A younger, cash-strapped group living in suburban and semi-urban areas of high 
unemployment 

 Least likely to think themselves as arty, arts and culture generally play a very small role in 
the lives 

 Less than a third believe that the arts is important 
 Often go out as a family: cinema, live music, eating out and pantomime being most popular 

  
 
Up Our Street 
(made up 5% of Mansion visitors in 20/21 and 11% in 19/20) 

 Often living reasonably comfortable and stable lives 
 A group that engage with popular arts and entertainment and museums, and are also 

visitors of heritage sites 
 Many are older and have some health issues 
 Living on average or below average household incomes, so access in all its forms can be 

an issue 
 Characterised as modest in their habits and in their means, value for money and low-risk 

can be important factors in leisure decision making. 


